What is The Wine Exhibition All About?
The Wine Exhibition is a permanent modern museum exhibition, showcasing the history of wine and viticulture in Marlborough, New Zealand. 
It is open now at Marlborough Museum in Blenheim.
Exhibits include iconic, old, rare or unusual wines, interesting viticulture and  winemaking equipment, educational audio visuals, interactive displays, oral histories, memorabilia, photos, stories, wine company stories and more.  

Concepts for the Exhibition cover all main areas of wine and viticulture heritage:

· Wineries and winemaking

· Vineyards and viticulture
· Early history of winegrowing in Marlborough

· The environment – what creates Marlborough’s wine

· Technology innovations
· People and social changes over the decades
· Contemporary issues for the industry

The Exhibition is a must-see in the itineraries of visitors to Marlborough – wine writers, sommeliers, distributors, trade visitors, tourists, travel writers, immigrants, investors, friends and family.
Where and When?
The Exhibition opened to the public at the Marlborough Museum in February 2009.
Marlborough Museum

26 Arthur Baker Place

Blenheim

T 03 578 1712

Press release:




A first for Wine in New Zealand: The Wine Exhibition in Marlborough
The Wine Exhibition in Marlborough opened to the public on Friday 13 February 2009.

This permanent exhibition tells the story of wine growing, wine making and wine drinking in the region (and beyond) from the 1800s through to the present day. 

Each zone of the exhibition covers a different element of the wine industry in Marlborough, New Zealand.
From its unique environmental combination, to technology, to how society and wine have changed over the decades, visitors will learn about what’s behind the great labels of New Zealand wine.
A bottle of Montana’s Blue Duck, a Cooks Chasseur, or  Fricante will surely bring back fond memories of dinner parties of the seventies, eighties and nineties.
There is plenty to entertain and educate the visitor. Some of the more interesting aspects include:
· A wine bottle shaped sound booth where visitors can listen to industry pioneers such as Jane Hunter and Gerry Gregg tell their story

· An environmental display that shows soil profiles of the region, along with a working irrigation model

· A cultivars wall that details differences in varietals and wines made from them
· A technology section that highlights innovation and kiwi ingenuity - from a home made wine bottle labelling machine to corkers, tipping tanks, leaf plucker, screw presses, pumps and more.

· A Contemporary Change wall, that demonstrates how the face of Marlborough has changed over the years

· A decades wall showcasing ‘society and wine’ over the years, since the 1800s.
· Displays showcasing twenty four individual wine companies, who have sponsored the development of the exhibition.

The Exhibition is the brain child of the Marlborough Museum, with the floor plan and design by exhibition designer Sally Papps of Nelson. The Mondrian influences design is clean and fresh and punctuated with interactive spaces where people can touch, feel, smell and reflect. 

The response from the industry itself has been phenomenal so far. Wineries have been keen to come on board, not only with items that can be included within the exhibition, but also with sponsorship.

Six top ‘Premium Reserve’ sponsorships have been taken up by Wither Hills, Hunter’s Wines, Auntsfield, Yealand’s Estate, Nautilus Estate and Jackson Estate. 
Ends

February 2009

Contacts:

Virginia Watson, Project Manager for The Wine Exhibition
03 579 1297 | 027 285 1216 | vw@themarketingdepartment.co.nz
Steve Austin, Chief Executive, Marlborough Museum
03 578 1712 | 021 02360171

Marlborough Museum Entry charges
All Adults



$10
Children (16 and under)

$5
Groups (6 or more)


$8pp
Group Tour (incl entry, tour and exhibition book)
$15 pp adult | $10 pp child
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